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Abstract

My interest is the early modern thought of governance, which is investigated in Burke's
criticism of both the governance of the East India Company and the imperial governance of
India by the company. First | look at the general climate of opinion in the 1770s and 1780s as
a background for the issues of the company, which became an ambiguous sovereign, acquir-
ing Benga diwani, and necessitated the British government interference by their misgovern-
ment. The defeat of the War of American Independence compelled a review and skepticism of
arrogant empire, which contrasted with nineteenth-century imperialism based on utilitarianism
and evangelicalism. The late 1770s also saw the beginning of increasingly popular humanitari-
anism for the underprivileged.

Next | argue that Burke's arguments on India should be put in the contexts of Smith’'s
moral theory of sympathy and Irish politics of the divided nation. Smith’s circle of sympathy
shows not only the process of socialization in which individuals are surveyed and disciplined
by spectators in particular society but the possibility of cosmopolitan impartia moral judg-
ment. The lack of socialization between the sects exasperated the Irish problem; in Burke's
view, the ruling Protestant faction and the Catholic majority were affectively and culturaly
separated with the former having no sympathy with the latter. | read Burke's aesthetics on



sublime as a development of Smith’'s theory of sympathy, applied to the Irish problem; the
sublime might imply the viability of sympathy with distant strangers.

Burke, like Smith, attributed the factious corruption and tyranny of company servants in
India to the alienation from the European and Indian social contexts, emphasizing their imma-
ture youth. In his reform of the company, Burke endeavoured to adjust the English historical
laws and constitution to new circumstances of expanding commerce and empire, referring to
the reformist tradition of the common law.

Burke's Indian politics is characteristically limited to administration of justice. He was
opposed to the disastrous innovations and experiments on the Indian communities. For him
nature and economy should be left autonomous. Distance, both physical and cultural, between
Britain and India imposed almost insurmountable difficulties for imperial governance. It is
noticeable that Burke found a partial idea of national interest, ‘invidious jealousy’, distorting
British sympathy with the Indian people. | find his attempts to enlighten the indifferent public
by representing sublime Indian sufferings, including indignities to their cultural differences,
are significant as an enlargement of the public sphere, inclusive of the excluded. His sympa-
thetic understanding of Indian laws as preceding to the European jurisdiction, which is a far
cry from nineteenth-century triumphant imperialism imposing European civilization as supe-
rior on Indig, and his advocacy of the law of nature and nations, which he thought actualized
in Indian laws, are opposed to Governor Hastings' appeal to the reason of state and Oriental
despotism. The recognition of Indian customs and laws is indispensable for making India
worth sympathy; Burke’'s sympathy is surely not a condescending variant of colonial domina-
tion.

Burke's theory and practice of cosmopolitan sympathy with sensibility to cultural differ-
ences, while approved by some recent excellent students of Burke, proved to be unpersuasive
to his contemporaries. In conclusion, his desperate pessmism on sympathy with and imperial
governance of strangers might be read as implying the prohibitive difficulties of cosmopolitan-
ism and the denial of empire; ‘a great gulf is fixed between you and them,” so ‘a ground is
laid for their eternal separation’.
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