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Analysis of the “Hirohashi Kanetane Koubu Goyo Nikki”

The Inheritance Situation of Prince Koukeiho of the Rinnojinomiya:

The Rinnojinomiya in sync with the Miya-monzeki
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This paper analyzes the “Hirohashi Kanetane Koubu Goyo Nikki” (here-
after “Kanetane Ki") inheritance process concerning Rinnojinomiya and the
Miya-monzeki in Kamigata and compares the two to clarify the changes
that Rinnojinomiya underwent in the mid-Edo period.

Rinnojinomiya was established in the early Edo period and is character-
ized by the Edo shogunate’s central role in establishing Rinnojinomiya. In
contrast, Miya-monzeki sites generally have a strong relationship with the
imperial court. Therefore, in the early Edo period, Rinnojinomiya appears
superior to other Miya-monzeki sites.

However, by the mid-Edo period, as discussed in the “Kanetane Ki”, the
succession process had shifted from the Prince of the emperor’s family to
the Prince of the imperial family, as in the case of the imperial family in
the Kamigata region, indicating that Rinnojinomiya complied with the

existing order of Miya-monzeki.
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In addition, Chioninomiya, who was also involved with the Edo shogu-
nate, became a son of the Tokugawa family and was treated by the impe-
rial court as an independent entity from the existing imperial prince-at-
arms order. In contrast, Rinnojinomiya received some consideration from
the imperial court and was treated as the existing imperial prince-at-arms
order. However, Rinnojinomiya was an independent entity.

Thus, the “Kanetane Ki” shows how the Rinnojinomiya was adapted into
the existing Miya-monzeki order. Although Rinnojinomiya continued to
exist as the head of Nikko Mountain for 200 years during the Edo period,
no comprehensive study has yet been conducted. Therefore, continuing to
enhance the basic research on Rinnojinomiya through such activities is

essential.
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